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Shift from waste management to 
sustainable materials management

Oregon's waste generation goal:
reduce overall solid waste generation 

to 15 percent below 2010 levels by 2025 
and 40 percent below 2010 levels by 2050 



Why reuse, repair & product life extension?  



Strategic Plan

Four Strategies
1.Foundational 

research
2.Develop infrastructure 

and build capacity
3.Drive users to 

infrastructure
4.Provide policy support 

where needed



• Existing Program 
• Some reuse examples from last 3 years:

– Portland Repair Finder website
– Marion-Polk Food Share reusable trays
– Equipment for Sisters HfH ReStore
– Bicycle parts reuse and upcycling in Salem
– Eugene Toolbox Project Tool Lending Library

Materials Management Grants



• Workforce issues identified as challenge in reuse and repair 
industries

• Pilot micro-grant program was developed with twofold purpose:

1. To keep products in service longer, therefore reducing environmental 
impacts of upstream production as well as reducing waste 

2. To create new paid jobs to increase/grow the reuse and repair 
industries 

The intention is that funding will be used to offset some of the one-
time costs of training and hiring new employees, resulting in creation of 
long-term or permanent jobs in the reuse and repair industries. 

Workforce Development Micro-Grants



Workforce Development Micro-Grants



Free Geek – Mobile Device Repair

• Small pilot project
• Recruit and train 7 mobile device repair 

technicians
• Each recruit gets a pro toolkit and MasterTech

exam from iFixit  



Deconstruction and Building Materials



Process to-datePortland Deconstruction Funding

1) Grants for deconstruction projects

2) Support of training program
1) Initial training for approved contractors
2) 12.5 day worker training program

3) Currently calculating environmental impact 
of Portland’s deconstruction ordinance





• SB871 passed in 2017 legislative session

• Directed OHA, DEQ and CCB to create best practices 
for containing lead dust from demo

• Tasked with creating a statewide ‘buffet of options’

• Examples: Wet-Wet demolition, drop heights, 
deconstruction, neighbor notification, inspections

SB871 & Lead-Based Paint Best Practices



SB871 & Lead-Based Paint Best Practices



SB871 & Lead-Based Paint Best Practices



Packaging



• Fillers saw significant use

• Vending machine sales decreased

• Education programs had no 
discernable impact

• When you make waste 
prevention/reuse easy, then 
people will do it. 

Water Bottle Fillers in Schools



Reusable vs. Single-Use Kegs



• Simon Love 
Love.Simon@deq.state.or.us

• David Allaway
Allaway.David@deq.state.or.us

Thank you!
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